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October 20, 2009

Re: The Carmans River and Legacy Village

Ladies and Gentlemen:

County Executive Steven Levy has requested the County Legislature to approve a resolution that would
declare 250 acres of county-owned land in Yaphank close to the Carmans River as surplus and transfer that land to
private developers for the Legacy Village project that would consist of 1,000 affordable and market-rate residential
resident units and tens ofthousands of square feet of retail, commercial and recreational facilities. We request that the
County Legislature table or disapprove this resolution pending the completion of 1) a full environmental impact
statement (EIS) on the proposed surplus declaration and transfer program and 2) the Carmans River Groundwater
Watershed Preservation Plan study on which the Town of Brookhaven and the Central Pine Barrens Commission are
embarking.

Our request rests on concerns about the wide range of potential adverse impacts of a development anywhere
close to the scale ofthe County's Legacy Village proposal on the Carmans River and its inestimable aquatic and
terrestrial groundwater watershed flora and fauna resources. The Carmans River was the State's first designated Wild,
Scenic and Recreational River. At the mouth of the River lies the Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge, by far the
largest such Refuge on Long Island. Southaven Park and Cathedral Pines Park are two other extraordinary public
resources along the River. The Town, County, State and federal government have invested many millions of dollars in
acquiring ecologically invaluable land within the corridor of and close to the River. In addition, major segments of the
River, its corridor and watershed lie with within the Core Preservation Area ofthe Central Pine Barrens, and another




