Goals to protect the river

Brookhaven’s Carmans River Protection Plan draws crowd

By LINDA LEUZZI

As a full moon emerged on a mild night, 105 residents
made their way to Brookhaven Town Hall to listen to
planners, environmental advocates, a councilwoman and a
county legislator, as well as engineers and a supervisor who
pledged to protect a significant ribbon of water that cuts an
11-mile swath of natural beauty through Brookhaven.

“The Carmans River is one of my very top priorities,”
said Supervisor Mark Lesko to the packed conference
hall. “It has not been spoiled yet. It's not dead like the
Forge River. If we don’t act now, shame on us.”

For two hours, Lesko and others, including Council-
woman Connie Kepert (4th District), introduced and
elaborated on the town strategies that would protect the
Carmans River in an effective, holistic fashion. Creating

a Carmans River Watershed Protection Overlay District

that would incur specific preventive criteria to protect the
river’s health, including a fertilizer ordinance, targeting
open space funding via a priority list of parcels located in
the watershed, forming a Town Waterways Preservation
Credit program, that is, a transfer strategy that would

swap density parcel's out of the watershed and continuing
the group formed by the town of Brookhaven and the Pine
Barrens Commission to complete the study of the water-

- shed and nail down a clearly defined plan to protect the

river were the key strategies of action presented.

It was perhaps the quietest meeting that Brookhaven
Town Hall had witnessed recently. The standing-room-
only audience listened to the speakers as they gave
descriptions of the river, its life force and how conclu-
sions were made through models. It included a social

~ and environmental history of the Carmans River by

Brookhaven hamlet resident and Post Morrow Founda-
tion Vice President Tom Williams, a technical committee

~member who helped develop the protection plan, who is

also co-chair of the Carmans River Partnership. The audi-
ence also heard Director of the Division of Environmental
Protection John Turner’s input regarding the amazing
plant, animal and aquatic ecosystem from the headwaters
between the northern boundary of Cathedral Pines Coun-
ty Park in Middle Island and Middle Country Road (State
Route 25) to the Great South Bay ending in the Wertheim

Refuge. Many residents mingled with presenters for over -

a half-hour after the conference ended.

What stood out at this conference was that several
specific solutions and timelines were given. Lesko com-
mented that the watershed plan would be fast-tracked to

coincide with the creation of the Watersheﬂ Protection

Overlay District. While environmental director John Turn-
er stated that a little more than a third of the watershed
has been protected, representing 5,600 acres, two new
parcels in fact had just been purchased within the last
two weeks. They were the Motz property, 14 acres on the
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