Carmans River Task Force

Meeting minutes

Tuesday, November 18 2008

Brookhaven Town Hall, Farmingville, New York

Chair: Adrienne Esposito
Members Present: Adrienne Esposito (Citizens Campaign for the Environment), Deborah Lynn (Senator LaValle Represantative),Robert Kessler (resident), George Costa (Trout Unlimited),Marty Van Lith (Open Space Council),Chad Trusnovec (resident), Fran Hurley (Yaphank Taxpayers and Civic Association), Kathy Schwager (The Nature Conservancy), Samantha Homan (Assemblyman Alessi representative), Councilwoman Kepert, Anthony Graves, Camilo Salazar (Suffolk County D.E.E.), Elyse Dressler (Assemblywoman Eddington representative), Audrey Kessler in for Johan McConnell (South Yaphank Civic)
Members Absent: Steve Trusnovic, Sue Lindley (Legislator Kate Browning), John Stehle (Resident), Johan McConnell (South Yaphank Civic)- but had an alternate
Guests Present: Tara Bono, Peggy Judd, Bob Judd, Don Seubert, Heidi O’Riordan, Dave Thomson, Michael Madigan, Karen Blumer, Gilbert Hanson, Laura Bavaro (The Nature conservancy)
Meeting initiated by Adrienne Esposito at 7:08 PM 
I. Harvester update by Anthony Graves and Councilwoman Kepert


After a few problems with registering the harvester with the DMV, the harvester was recently launched into the water for a test run. The permit for using the harvester is valid until December 31st. The committee had a discussion about using the harvester in 2008 or waiting until spring of 2009. It was discussed whether it would be worth it now because the plants are dying out on their own due to the coming of winter.  


Chad Trusnovic expressed a need to use it now siting an advantage to clear out the lakes before spring growth takes hold therefore providing a head start for the spring.


Graves says that the recommended directions are to use the harvester in the spring when invasive start growing but before natives start growing. The main thing to consider is - are the recreational uses that the harvester was intended for happening now? Members replied yes.


There is also the concern with the screen and it filling up faster than normal because of all of the leaves making their way down the river this season. George Costa brought up possible dangers to brook trout that are currently spawning in the river. It was recommended that community volunteers donate their time to monitor screens and floating material flow. Laura Bavaro asked what would be done after material was collected in the screens and Graves responded with the plan to empty collection into a garbage bin with holes allowing for drainage which would be picked up and traded for a new one by the Town  Highway department, who would then use the plant material for compost. 

Councilwoman Kepert will contact  the town highway department to see if the man power to operate the harvester is available this year - she will keep the group updated via e-mail. 

II. 
RFP Update from Camilo Salazar


The proposal due date has changed to December 8th because after the conference with consultants, there were a lot of questions and it was decided that it was optimal to wait a few more weeks to build proposals with all vital information available.

There was a question as to how many companies responded to the proposal and Camilo stated that there were 10, and many of them planned to collaborate on this project to combine their expertise. If available, he will try to provide the group with the list of companies. The county still plans to decide on a proposal before the end of the year with mid December intentions.  Some companies were local and others were from out of the county.
III. Presentation by Stony Brook Professor Dr. Gilbert Hanson


“Geologic Setting of the Headwaters of the Carmans River”

Dr. Hanson provided the group with the history of the formation of the tributary in an ancient valley that Carmans River currently occupies. He informs the group that as sea level rises, the River will move further and further North and fill out the Valley, which is up to two miles in diameter. The valley, which was thought to possibly be formed by a breaking lake, was actually formed by two to three thousand years of glacial activity. The river is fed by groundwater, not by surface runoff which is commonly believed. The group was also educated about the aquifer and the fresh water lens under Long Island. Because the freshwater lens floats above the salt water, sea level increase will affect the lens and in turn affect the river.


Q&A. Will Roanoke digging affect the river?


- Hanson replied that the quality of the river might change, but not the quantity since it is a groundwater fed system.

IV. Presentation by Karen Blumer of the Open Space Preservation Council

“Carmans River Watershed – Cumulative Analysis Basis for a Comprehensive Plan – What do we need to do to keep the Carmans River viable?”


Karen started her presentation with an introduction of the Carmans River watershed and the surrounding areas including different zoning areas around the river. The calculated ground water water shed is about two times as big as it appears and water is traveling underground at an average rate of ½ a foot to 1 foot per day. The groundwater divide separated by the Ronkonkoma moraine is variable and it is debatable where the river actually starts. (25A?) She provided a  map of the different plumes that are heading towards the river – there are seven in total. The second part of her presentation informed the group of potential hazards from current and proposed developments in the area. Blummer assessed that the proposed projects combined would take up 19,748 acres that are currently open space. The question is what the threshold of the river is and how much more development it can take?  Blummer talked about the need for the carrying capacity of the river to be analyzed, as the nitrate concentrations around the river are already above normal.  She suggested that a possible solution is to build a plan based on an existing New Jersey river system database which gives a carrying capacity of 2ppm on 3.2 acres per 1 unit. Carmans River is already above 2ppm all around. 
V. Group discussion on progress

Negotiation on terms will take place in the new year after the county chooses a company to go with (in December). It will then be turned into the Law Department. The whole process could take a few months to be final. 

VI. Next meeting 


Since the purpose of the group is to meet and be progressive, there’s not much to do until a consultant is selected and time lines are in place. The group has decided to keep the next meeting date open but anticipates a meeting in Feb 2009. Any future updates concerning the RFP or the harvester will be done through e-mail.
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